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P erhaps a small shopping mall parking lot full of college kids was not 
the ideal place to doze o,b Aut as jrica leaned on the large pickupb 

she did .ust thatT ’o Ae fair sheMd waited an hour for yindq during what 
was supposed to Ae a Suick shopping trip Aefore an afternoon lectureT Vhe 
knew her Aest friend enough that she wasnMt surprisedb Aut their roommateb 
vanessab had gotten tired of waiting and went in after herT jfter Cfteen 
minutes without either of themb jrica was regretting not going in herselfb 
especiallq without the keqs to the newer Alack truck that proAaAlq cost more 
than her qearlq salarqT

’he painted metal gaxe her a comfortaAle warmthb so she settled deeper 
against the grilleb her sneakers gripping drq asphaltT

HomfortaAle until the truck .erked forwardb sending her into a parking 
spot ne;t to the four vanessa occupiedT jn agitating crash of metal on metal 
followedT “er hands scraped the rough ground as she caught herself andb too 
shocked to keep her weight steadqb she sat on the groundT

j small Alue car rested against the truckMs rear fender— the entire xehicle 
sexeral feet further than moments AeforeT

?“olq”? Vhe forced herself to her feet and ran to the drixerMs seatT ?jre 
qou okaqI- she qelled through a crumpled doorT Lt easilq opened with a .erkT
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Lts qoungb Aurlq occupant glanced upb dazedT jrica recognized the redW
dishWArown hair and matching wellWgroomed Aeardb Aefore realizing the old 
Arown Alazer shouldMxe tipped her o,T

?Professor Oannertb- she saidb hoping his name would .og more of a reW
sponseT

?…owT jnd here L thought L could haxe a refreshing nap in the fresh air 
from mq windowsb- the professor groanedT

“e was making light of the situationb Ctting his usual outward attitudeb 
Aut jrica was too shocked to exen consider laughingT

?Yh mqB ProfessorI-
jrica turned to the familiar xoice of a petite Alonde in highWwaisted .eans 

and a frillq topb Cnallq returningb Aut with enough shopping Aags to .ustifq 
a daqMs worth of shoppingT vanessa walked at her sideb a tallb athletic woman 
that jrica could onlq exer guess was in her thirties despite rooming with a 
couple of girls in their second qear out of high schoolT

vanessaMs sharp features were stonqb unemotionalb as was usualb Aut this 
time she was looking upon her xictimized xehicleT Vhe ignored the damage 
and nudged jrica out of the waq to gixe Oannert a supportixe shoulder as he 
tried pulling himself out of the xehicleT

?RouMre standing Cneb- vanessa saidT “e stood on his ownb so she let him 
go and pushed her long Arown hair Aack Aehind her shoulderT

?LMm alrightT Ouckq toob it seemsT-
’he Suestion Aurning jricaMs tongue Cnallq came outT ?…hat happenedI-
OannertMs thin eqeArows rose as he shruggedT ?L closed mq eqes a moment 

too longb L supposeT Ls this qour xehicleb yiss ’ansonI-
jrica answered Aq pointing oxer his shoulder at the truckMs ownerT



A PROFESSOR OF DISASTER 3

?yq apologiesb- the professor e;pressed as he turned to vanessab hand 
e;tended politelqT ?Ooxelq pickupT Ouckilqb L haxe great insuranceT …e can 
get her C;ed right upT LMm NenT Nen.amin OannertT-

?vanessab- was all she said as she gentlq took the o,ered handT
?L think LMxe seen qou around campus— yindq and jrica here are in mq 

classT Rou arenMt a studentb are qouI-
?LMm not in qour classb thatMs all qou need knowb- she saidT
?DWrightb- the professor agreed as if completelq thrown o, Aq her ArusSueW

ness and not the accident heMd causedT
?L guess we should call the copsb- jrica suggestedb noticing a few onlookW

ersT ’heir lack of panic seemed to deter anqone from running to helpT
vanessa walked assuredlq to the smashed fender of her truck Aefore anW

sweringT ?Uo need to inxolxe the goxernmentT-
Oannert made a noise of confusion or disagreementb Aut none of it was an 

actual oA.ectionT
jt onlq a touchb the tailgate dramaticallq tore itself loose from its cords 

and fell to the groundT …ith a click of her tongueb vanessa turned Aack to the 
othersT ?j tow truckb thoughb maq Ae AeneCcialT RouMre spilling coolantT-

?jhb good ideaB- Oannert pulled a phone from his Areast pocket as he 
walked out of earshotT

jrica followed vanessab intending to help exen if she wasnMt sure what theq 
were doingT yindq waxed Oannert to the side as if trqing to get Aeautq shots 
of the damage with the Aest possiAle lightingT

’heq pried o, the plastic Aed coxer sporting a new series of cracks in one 
corner and laid it on the asphaltT ’his gaxe vanessa room to elegantlq hop inT

jrica wondered how fast heMd Aeen going to achiexe so much damage to 
the tall truckb Aut onlq for a moment Aefore a largeb glistening hunk of metal 
strapped to a Aed anchor distracted herT
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j gilded handle large enough for at least four hands stuck out of a 
leatherWwrapped scaAAardb wider than her hand and almost as long as the 
fullWsize pickup AedT ’he cross guard curxed downb shaped like an umArellaMs 
silhouette with tinq white .ewels dotted throughout the gold with no real 
patternb and while she couldnMt see itb she could onlq assume that within 
the hard case there was a long AladeT Lt looked waq too Aig to exen think 
aAout hauling aroundb Aut there was no waq it wasnMt fakeT Lgnoring that 
it wouldMxe had a good few ounces of gold on itb noAodq wouldMxe allowed 
something like it on school propertqT

js curious as she was aAout vanessaMs secret cosplaq lifeb she wasnMt surW
prisedT ’here werenMt manq things she knew aAout the older womanb and the 
few she did onlq urged more SuestionsT Oike how sheMd gotten strong enough 
to haul a fullWsized wheel oxer the truckMs Aed and lower it to the side with 
one handT

jrica decided sheMd Ae more help focused on the situationT ?Fo qou haxe 
a .ackI-

?Jnder the drixerMs seatT-
Vhe found the tools where sheMd indicated and returned them to their 

ownerT
?LtMll onlq Ae a few minutesb- Oannert informed the rest of the group as 

jrica stood oxer vanessab watching her spin o, lug nutsT ?…hat are qou 
doingI-

vanessa responded calmlqT ?Yther than a few uglq marks and a torn tireb 
mq xehicle is intactT Jnless qouMre more in.ured than prexiouslq decidedb L 
haxenMt time to wait for qour rideT-

jrica noticed he was staring into the Aack of the truckb hands casuallq in 
his pants pocketsT

?’hatMs Suite the pieceb- he mumAledb eqeArows loweringT



A PROFESSOR OF DISASTER 5

?’hank qouT-
“e pulled his antsq hands from his pocketsb his xoice suddenlq cheerierT 

?jre qou in some sort of productionI Fo qou mind if L”?
?L do mindb- vanessa interruptedb slinging one arm oxer her knee as she 

crouchedb Aut her xoice was more amusement than annoqanceT ?…hat are 
qou a professor ofb e;actlqI-

?“istorqT Jnderstanding causalitq regarding knowledge axailaAleb the 
steps that achiexe the good and the Aad we as a world haxe accomplishedb 
and sparking an initiatixe to drixe our future from correlating with the more 
horriCc of those achiexementsT-

Vhe made a little noise and left it thereT
?…ellb L hate to Aailb Aut LMm gonna Ae late for classb- jrica saidT Vhe onlq 

had Cfteen minutesb and while she was onlq two Alocks awaqb she didnMt 
want to take the chance something else was going to happenT “opefullqb theq 
wouldnMt Cnd anqthing else wrong with the truckT

vanessa waxed a dismissing hand and went Aack to wrenchingT
jrica returned to the front seat of the truck to fetch her Aook AagT Jpon 

graAAing the Aag o, of the nice Alack leather seatsb she noticed an old Aook 
near the throttle pedalb as if sheMd pushed it out from under the seat with her 
rummagingT

Uormallqb she would leaxe something like this aloneb especiallq since 
vanessa had a lot of curiousb unmarked possessions and was generallq prixateT 
Nut the weaponrq sitting in the xehicleMs Aed still threw her o,T Vhe peeked 
through the window as the reZection of her dirtq Alonde ponqtail shifting 
caught her eqeT ’hen she reached across the seat to graA the dustq AookT

’he page she opened was a rough fullWAodq sketch of a wolfWlike creatureT 
’he ne;t page read Appetite & AfflictionsT Lf it had Aeen a .ournal or similarb 
there was no waq she wouldMxe inxaded anqoneMs prixacqT “owexerb since it 
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seemed to Ae more of a dossier for a taAletop game and could potentiallq shed 
some light on the swordb she felt her thiexerq was .ustiCedB Lf onlq slightlqT

’he Aook settled safelq into her AagT js dirtq as it wasb it clearlq would not 
Ae missedT

?Professorb- she acknowledged as she returned to the scene of the fendW
erWAenderT “e nodded a Suiet goodAqeb then reexaluatedT

?Yhb while L haxe qour attentionb yiss ’ansonb L wanted to inxite qou to 
mq liArarq on 'ridaqT-

Vhe waited patientlq as the professor doxe into his mutilated sedan and dug 
into a Aagb onlq to come up with a white card and a sharpieT “e scriAAled like 
his life depended on itT Lf she hadnMt alreadq Aeen used to his inelegant scrawlb 
it wouldMxe Aeen illegiAleT

?L apologize that itMs so last minuteb Aut qou werenMt there on yondaqb soB 
LtMs .ust a casual getWtogetherb maqAe to show o, the liArarq LMm responsiAle 
forb Aut mostlq Aecause L need something fun to doT L hope qou can make itT-

Vhe tucked the impromptu inxitation into her Aagb smiling in appreciaW
tionT Lt was a nice o,erb Aut among one of manq sheMd Alow o, for no reason 
other than she could do something in her room insteadT ?’hanksT Vounds 
funT-

Vhe Aeckoned yindq as she passed since their classes were closeT
’he girl Aarelq looked up from her phone as she followedb her Aags alreadq 

packed in the rear seat of the truck as if theq were a horriAle AurdenT
Vhe hadnMt exen noticed the sword lqing in the Aack of vanessaMs truckb Aut 

all jrica could think aAout was her stomach churning with uncertaintqT Vhe 
needed something to talk aAoutT

?LMm gonna call ’raxis and tell him L was in an accident with no conte;tb- 
she saidb then forced a snickerT
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yindq didnMt look up from her phoneb running on peripheral onlqT ?Rou 
call qour Arother weirdlq oftenT-

?LtMs not that weirdb? she mumAled through her teethT
Yne of the few things that would distract yindq from herself or her 

own Aelongings was a prettq faceb and Aeing within walking distance of the 
campusb the surrounding shops were full of qoung onesT

Lt was one of these that distracted yindqb her Zirtq smile and Zutterq eqes 
lighting up immediatelqT

?…hat happened to yattI- jrica askedb eqeing the qoung man as theq 
passedb more annoqed than interestedT yindq turned her head to keep his 
eqe a moment or two longer Aut didnMt chase himT

?Rou mean yarkI-
?JhB ReahT-
?…e .ust didnMtB- Vhe clicked her tongueT ?Rou knowI Uot mq tqpeT- 

yindqMs stride lengthenedb her steps more determinedT “er piercingb narW
rowed eqes were no douAt searching the area for worthq preqT ?Yhb maqAe 
one of them isb thoughT-

jrica followed the nod of yindqMs head until her eqes rested on a pair of 
guqs walking towards them along the concrete sidewalkb happilq talking to 
each other in low tonesT

Yne of them was unusuallq tallb darkWhairedb an actixe athleteb and had 
what was proAaAlq a permanent smirkT ’he other one was thinnerb Aouncierb 
and looked friendlier .ust from his laugh linesT “e walked onlq a few inches 
taller than her with an unusual limp that he almost made look naturalT

?Eake and Kakb- yindq whispered as she leaned oxer jricaMs shoulderT 
?’his is their Crst semesterT L sat Aetween them in our introductorq humanW
ities lectureT-
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?Vorrq L Suit that at the last secondb- jrica added with guiltT Vticking with 
things was not a trait she was known forb Aut that had Aeen prettq aArupt 
exen for herT ?“onestlqb L .ust needed the e;tra hours at the nurserqT-

?jhb qesb Aecause the hoseWwatered plants would die without qour inCnite 
loxeT- yindq giggledb then shrugged her small shouldersT ?Vo what do qou 
think of them”the Aoqsb not qour plants”from appearance onlqI-

?L donMt knowT L donMt want to .udgeb- she whispered as theq approachedT
’he Alond looked more towards yindqb tipping his head in polite acW

knowledgmentT
jrica watched them passb locking eqes with the towering one ArieZqT “is 

eqes were azureb glancing at her with amused mischiefT Vhe clasped her Aag to 
her chestb suddenlq feeling nakedT ’he girls slowed to a stopb Aoth of them 
looking attentixelq oxer their shoulders like a couple of cats watching AirdsT

yindq made a sizzling sound Aetween her teethT ?L meanb musclesb cute 
eqesb the Alond has nice lipsb proAaAlq a good kisserT …hat else could qou 
wantI-

’urning Aack into their walk towards campusb jrica did her Aest to e;press 
herselfT ?L dunnob scars or odd featuresb orb orB Vomething interestingT-

?People can Ae interesting without looking weirdT Lntelligence and perW
sonalitq matter tooT-

?L should>xe said someone interestingT Nut if qou reallq Aeliexed thatb qouMd 
Ae less focused on chiseled .aws and shoe sizeT-

…ith a dismissing waxeb yindq turned the corner to face the campusb Aut 
Aefore jrica didb she looked Aack towards the pickup in the distanceb then at 
the pair of Aoqs some waqs down the sidewalkT

?…aitb- jrica forced cheerfullq as she chased after herb a successful Aut 
temporarq distraction from the gnawing uneasiness growing in her stomachT
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’hat night was darker than sheMd e;pectedb and of courseb on the Crst moonW
less night of the semesterb yindq had staqed Aehind to Zirt with a frat guq 
instead of walking with herT Lt wasnMt the safest tripb Aut most of the campus 
was usuallq lit up prettq wellT Vhe couldMxe done without the rainb howexerT 
Lt pounded down hard enough that she could Aarelq hear her own thoughts 
and had to pull her hood up oxer her hairT Uormallqb sheMd stop to en.oq the 
fresh scent and cool dampness on her skinb Aut tonight she was more in the 
mood for crashing straight onto her mattressT

Vhe .ogged along the sidewalkb spurred Aq the sight of her dorm and the 
inxiting light shining from the windowsT ’he slapping of her Aoots aAruptlq 
stoppedb her heart lurching as a shadow shifted at the Aase of the stairwellT 
j hulking Cgure in a Alack hoodie wandered across the grass towards their 
windowb slow Aut unalertT

jrica released her held AreathT Lt wasnMt that strange for people to Ae 
wandering around or hanging outb and the guq didnMt hold himself like a 
thief or a creepT

?“eqb- she calledb eating up a few more qards Aetween themT ?…hat are 
qou doingb dudeI-

js she approachedb he turned slowlqb and douAt ate at her stomachT
“e was largeb Aut it couldMxe Aeen .ust laqered sweaters under the oxersized 

hoodieT ’hen againb he also towered near sexen feetT “is face remained 
hidden in the shadow of the comfortaAle hoodb his hands in the pockets of 
Aaggq .eansT Vhe proAaAlq couldnMt haxe recognized him exen if he was her 
ArotherT
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?Rou can see meI- he askedT “is xoice was lowb resonating from deep in his 
chestb Aut it was also steadqb almost calmingT

?RWqeahT- Vhe did a Suick onceWoxer of the areab checking streetlampsT Vhe 
usuallq had e;cellent xision when others were strugglingb Aut it wasnMt that 
darkT

?Lnterestingb- he murmuredb turning towards the sidewalk as if sheMd lost 
all relexanceT ?Ls vanessa homeI-

?L donMt think soT jre qou one of her friendsI- ’ruthfullqb jrica wasnMt 
positixe she had anqT

“ands Aack in his pocketsb he stepped Aack a foot or twob still out of the 
direct glare from the windowsT Fark eqes glinted under the concealing faAricb 
and as he turnedb light from a streetlamp touched his washedWout temple 
and sSuared .awb along with a strip of his Alack hairT ?LMd guess sheMd saq 
otherwiseT-

?Vo qouMre a stalkerT-
Jnru?edb the corner of his smirk appearedT ?RouMre the little Alonde sheMs 

Aeen shadowingb arenMt qouI-
“er words came out as .umAled as her thoughtsT ?…ellb Lb qeahb nob L donMt 

think sheMs AeenB-
?L was making sure she wasnMt around so L could gain a moment with qouT-
@qes narrowingb jrica stared at himT @xerqthing was o, aAout himT jn 

accent touched his words— not unusual itselfb Aut his wasnMt familiarT yi; it 
in with his statureb his weird paleness and odd Aehaxiorb and her conscience 
was screaming for her to hightail it as far awaq from him as she couldT Nut 
sheMd nexer Ae aAle to outrun him if it came to thatT

“e snorted and shu?ed his feet Aarelq enough to noticeT ?Vtare all qou 
wantb childT L wonMt Ae the oddest thing qouMll seeT-
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jrica Aalkedb stepping Aack an e;tra foot .ust in caseT ?…hatMs that supW
posed to meanI-

“e shrugged with dismissalT ?L wouldnMt worrqT RouMll Ae Cneb LMm sureT-
?…hq wouldnMt L AeI- she AraxedT
?RouMre qoung— ine;periencedT- ’hen he tsked his tongueb tilting his head 

enough that his eqes were rexealed for a momentT Vlenderb mischiexous eqes 
circled in thick paint the color of tarT ?Uexer know what could happen with 
someone like qou running aroundT-

jrica placed her hands on her hipsb ignoring the slight shakingT ?LMm sorrqb 
qouMre the creep out hereB waiting outside female dormsb- she retorted as 
conCdentlq as her weak xoice could achiexeT

?LMm not trqing to scare qoub- he teased with an annoqing amusementT …as 
it too much for him to Ae seriousI Lt felt impossiAle to tell if he was .ust 
messing with herb or was an actual threatT

?…hat are qou doingb thenI-
“e eased a small rock through the grass with his footT ’he faintest 

whitishWpurple glow outlined his feetb like he wore lightWup sneakers with 
dqing AatteriesT Lt was oddb Aut jrica Arushed it o,T

?’hought LMd saq hello Aefore weMre formallq introducedT Yr lessWthanWforW
mallqb should qou Cnd qourself in the wrong companqT-

?…rong companqI- jrica Suestioned rather forcefullqT ?Oookb qouMre a 
weirdob and L need to get homeb soB- …ith exerq intention of doing .ust thatb 
she walked into the light of the windowb when the strange man reached into 
the front of his .acketT 

Vhe frozeT Please no, please no.
?Han L gixe qou somethingb at leastI-
?LWLMd rather qou didnMtb- she sSueakedb taking another step AackT
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“e pulled a small folded piece of leather out of the .acketb then casuallq 
tossed it at her torsoT

Anown for her clumsinessb she was proud to catch itb howexer she was a 
little emAarrassed that it reSuired dropping her Aag and the loose Aook into 
the wet grassT

?Please donMt whatI- he mockedT
jrica held the strap of the piece so it could fallb rexealing a rather crudelq 

sewn AagT ?’his is aB a satchelI …hq would qou”?
Vhe looked upb Aut he was walking awaq down the path as if theqMd nexer 

had their odd little conxersationT



https://www.kjeri-rees.com/surviving-derael

